A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
as well as Offa's is that of a man much greater than himself
and much better known throughout Europe, the scholar
Albinus, who was also known as Alcuin; he was much the same
age as Offa, and came from York, This Englishman Alcuin,
returning from Rome, met Charlemagne, and was taken into
his court to be the principal scholar there and had great influence
upon the culture of the time.
Egbert. At this point in the history of England, 802, comes
a landmark. There appears a man who is the known ancestor
of all native kings to the Conquest and the first one to stand,
before his death, for the unity of Britain. Before him you only
have chieftains, many half mythical. After him you have true
kings who come to rule all England.
Six years after Offa's death this Egbert, who had always
claimed the throne of Winchester, in the South, and who
had taken refuge at the court of Charlemagne, got his oppor-
tunity by the death of Brithric, Offa's son-in-law, the former
King of Winchester. Egbert made himself King of Wessex,
and maintained his power in another long reign of thirty-seven
years, till 839. He is the first certain ancestor, not only of
the pre-Conquest native kings, but, through his female de-
scendants, the ancestor of all English kings after Henry I.
The chief interest of his reign is that it corresponded with the
beginning of that heathen onslaught upon English civilization
which is called the Danish invasions.
THE NINTH CENTURY:   THE DANISH INVASIONS
—FIRST PHASE (801-900)
Divisions of the Danish Invasions. The Danish in-
vasions cover nearly two hundred years. They cannot be said
to be over until Canute, a Dane, becomes king of all England in
1016; and if we count in the Danish kings after him the whole
period covers quite two hundred years, for the last Danish King
of England did not die until 1042. But they are not all one
kind of thing, for they fall into two very distinct parts. During
the first half it is a struggle between England, a province of
Christendom, and wild heathen pirates who only came here to
loot and destroy. They weaken England terribly and go a long
way towards wiping out civilization; but in 879, thirty-nine
years after the beginning of the pest, they are defeated, and by
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